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RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ripley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1956. 

This  report  is  on  the  work  done  by  your  former  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Laurie.  I  have  to  record  that  he  re¬ 
signed  on  obtaining  a  post  in  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland.  He  left  at  the  end  of  November,  1956. 

I  am  sure  he  would  wish  me  to  thank  all  those  who  were 
of  assistance  to  him  during  his  period  of  service. 

He  was  the  first  whole  time  Medical  Officer  to  hold  this 
combined  appointment.  It  is  never  an  easy  task  to  be  first 
to  hold  a  new  appointment.  He  set  up  and  staffed  a  new  office 
and  left  it  on  a  firm  basis.  This  is  a  report  on  his  last  year’s 
work  so  I  can  make  little  comment  on  the  events  of  the  year 
in  the  district,  but  I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  some 
items  of  importance  and  interest. 

In  the  statistical  section  of  the  report,  diseases  notified 
were  very  low  indeed.  Generally  it  seems  it  has  been  a  year 
of  low  prevalence. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  from  the  list  of  diseased  meat  pre¬ 
vented  from  reaching  the  shops  and  the  housewife,  that  it 
is  a  very  essential  part  of  the  Health  Department  work. 
Handling  of  diseased  meat  by  the  retail  butcher  and  house¬ 
wife  could  cause  transfer  of  organisms  to  the  individuals  at 
home  with  serious  consequences. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  force  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  Health  Inspectors  have  done 
a  considerable  amount  of  quiet  work  in  this  connection  but 
there  has  been  some  limitation  because  of  the  considerable 
pressure  of  work. 

These  regulations  lay  down  requirements  in  respect  of 
(i)  the  cleanliness  of  food  premises  and  stalls,  etc.,  and  of 
apparatus  and  equipment,  (ii)  the  hygenic  handling  of  food, 
(iii)  the  cleanliness  of  persons  engaged  in  handling  of  food 
and  of  their  clothing,  and  the  action  to  be  taken  where  they 
suffer  from,  or  are  carriers  of,  certain  infections,  (iv)  the 
construction  of  food  premises,  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of  food  premises,  stalls,  vehicles,  etc.,  and  the  facilities  to  be 
provided,  and  (v)  the  temperature  at  which  certain  foods 
that  are  particularly  liable  to  transmit  disease  are  to  be  kept 
in  food  premises. 

An  important  piece  of  legislation,  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956,  was  closely  studied. 

I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Health  Inspector  on  Atmospheric  Pollution.  He  produced 
an  excellent  report  for  the  Health  Committee  on  this  subject 
and  much  thought  should  be  given  to  his  comments. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  staff  of  your  Health  Department 
and  the  staff  at  my  Alfreton  Office  for  their  assistance  in 
preparing  this  report. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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RIPLEY  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1956. 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


All  statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been 
compiled  from  information  received  from  a  number  of 
sources  throughout  the  year. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Ripley  supplies 
a  weekly  return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring 
in  the  area. 

Medical  Practitioners  send  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  occurring  in  their  practice.  Their  excellent  co-opera¬ 
tion  ensures  that  investigation  can  be  carried  out  into 
suspected  cases  of  food  poisoning,  contacts  of  poliomyelitis, 
etc.,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Some  notifications 
come  primarily  by  telephone.  This  is  much  appreciated. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  diseases  and 
undiagnosed  illnesses  come  from,  hospitals,  school  teachers, 
parents,  health  visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding 
infectious  diseases,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the 
Registrar  General.  This  enables  a  watch  to  be  kept  on  any 
unsually  prevalent  disease  in  the  County,  or  surrounding 
Districts  or  Towns. 

POPULATION 

It  was  estimated  that  at  the  30th  June,  1956,  the 
population*  of  the  Urban  District  was  18,030.  This  is  a 
decrease  of  60  from  the  number  estimated  at  the  same  time 
in  1955. 

The  population  trend  for  the  years  1946  56  is  shown  in 

Table  4. 

BIRTHS. 

295  live  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a 
crude  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  16.36. 
This  figure  can  be  compared  with  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  of  15.7  by  the  application  of  the  comparability  factor. 
This  year  the  factor  of  1.01  gives  a  birth  rate  for  comparative 
purposes  of  16.52. 

Table  4  shows  the  birth  rate  over  the  last  10  years. 
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The  8  stillbirths  give  a  rate  per  thousand  births  (live 
and  still)  of  26.40  (see  Table  2).  Although  this  rate  is  lower 
than  last  year  reference  to  the  Summary  of  Statistics  will 
show  that  it  is  still  higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  figure. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  190,  giving  a  crude 
death  rate  per  thousand  of  population  of  10.54.  When 
adjusted  for  sex  and  age  distribution  by  the  application  of 
the  comparability  factor  of  1.15  the  rate  is  then  12.12  and 
can  be  compared  with  the  England  and  Wales  figure  of  11.7. 

Reference  to  Table  4  will  show  the  rates  over  the  last 
10  years. 


DEATHS  FROM  INDIVIDUAL  DISEASES. 

Table  5  gives  details  of  the  190  deaths  registered. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  as  in  previous  years,  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulatory  system  were  responsible  for  the 
largest  number  of  deaths,  namely,  49  males  and  52  females. 
This  total  of  101  can  be  further  analysed  by  breaking  it 
down  into  smaller  groups  of  distinct  diseases  and  shows  that 
30  deaths  were  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system, 
32  to  coronary  disease  and  33  to  other  diseases  of  the  heart. 
The  remaining  6  deaths  in  this  group  were  caused  by  various 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 

Cancer  was  responsible  for  the  next  largest  group  of 
deaths,  this  number  being  22.  Reference  to  the  Summary  of 
Statistics  will  show  that  the  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the 
population  from  the  various  forms  of  Cancer  are,  as  last 
year,  lower  than  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

1  male  was  registered  as  dying  from  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  (see  Table  6  for  details). 

The  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  from  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  are  as  last  year  lower  than  those  for 
the  Country  as  a  whole. 

The  8  deaths  occurring  as  a  result  of  accidents  can  be 
divided  into  3  groups  namely: — Motor  Vehicle  Accidents, 
Industrial  Accidents,  and  Home  Accidents. 
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3  persons,  1  motor  cycle  pillion  passenger  and  2 
pedestrians,  over  75  years  of  age,  died  as  a  result  of  Motor 
Vehicle  Accidents. 

Of  the  remaining  accidental  deaths,  2  men  died  following 
colliery  accidents,  and  2  old  persons  of  71  and  72  died  in 
accidents  in  the  home. 

2  Suicides  were  registered  during  the  year. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  8  deaths  occurring  in  children  under  the  age  of  one 
year,  gives  a  rate  per  thousand  live  births  of  27.12  (see 
Tables  3  and  4  for  sex  incidence  and  death  rates  over  the  last 
ten  years).  This  figure,  although  being  higher  than  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales,  shows  a  considerable  decrease  from 
the  rate  registered  in  1955. 

5  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  4  weeks 
of  age. 

Of  the  total  infant  deaths,  4  were  due  either  to  congenital 
malformation  or  premature  birth. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

1956  was  a  very  quiet  year  from  the  Infectious  Disease 
point  of  view,  there  being  only  118  cases  notified. 

Reference  to  Table  10  will  show  that  118  is  the  lowest 
number  notified  in  the  last  10  years. 

Only  8  diseases  were  notified,  these  being: — Pneumonia 
(62  cases),  Whooping  Cough  (19),  Dysentery  (14),  Tuber¬ 
culosis  (6),  Scarlet  Fever  8),  Erysipelas  (6),  Food  Poisoning 
(2),  and  Poliomyelitis  (1). 

Tables  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10  give  details  of  age,  sex  distribution, 
seasonal  incidence,  etc.,  of  these  diseases. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Notifications,  as  last  year,  have  again  fallen  slightly,  6 
new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  having  been 
discovered. 

Table  6  gives  details  of  sex  and  age  distribution  of  these 
cases,  whilst  Table  7  gives  the  incidence  over  the  last  10 
years  and  shows  the  1956  total  to  be  lower  than  that  of  any 
other  year  in  this  period, 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  Acres  . 

Papulation  (Estimated)  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  . 

Number  of  Families  (1951  Census)  . 

Rateable  Value  (at  31st  March,  1957)  ... 
Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (at  31st 

March,  1957)  .  . 

Population  per  Acre  . 

2  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

Live  Births  Registered  . 

Still  Births  registered  .  . 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor 

1.01)  . 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and 

Still)  . .  . 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales 

DEATHS. 

Deaths  registered  . ,  . 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor 

1.15)  . 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales . 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion)  . 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  . 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age) . 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births 
Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales 
Infant  Deaths  (Legitimate)  under  1  year  of 

age  . 

Infant  Deaths  (Illegitimate)  under  1  year 

of  age  .  ...  . 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age) 
Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births 
Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM:— 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and 

Wales  .  ...  .  . 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  . 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms,  England  and 

Wales .  . 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  . 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England 

and  Wales  . 

Cancer,  other  forms  . 

Cancer,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  ..., 


5,411 

18,030 

5,872 

5,432 

£160,617 

£634.16.8d. 

3.33 


295 

8 

16.36 

16.52 

15.7 

26.40 

23.0 

190 

10.54 

12.12 

11.7 

0 

0.56 

8 

27.12 

23.8 

8 

0 

5 

16.95 

16.9 

0.055 

0.109 


0.012 

0.111 

0.407 

1.109 

1.668 
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TABLE  1 


BIRTHS 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 


Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  . 

...  147 

141 

288 

4 

3 

7 

Still  . 

4 

4 

8 

— 

_ 

— — 

TABLE  2 


STILLBIRTHS 

1946—1956 


Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  Births 
(Live  and  Still) 

1946 

9 

23.94 

1947 

11 

28.13 

1948 

7 

22.95 

1949 

11 

36.30 

1950 

8 

24.32 

1951 

7 

24.05 

1952 

9 

34.3 

1953 

7 

25.12 

1954 

6 

23.62 

1955 

8 

31.37 

1956 

8 

26.40 

10 


TABLE  3 


INFANT  DEATHS 
Legitimate 

Infant  Deaths  M.  F.  Total 

Under  1  year  of  age  6  2  8 

Under  4  weeks  of  age  5  —  5 


Illegitimate 
M.  F.  Total 


TABLE  4 

RATES  :  COMPARATIVE  TABLES  :  1946—1956 

Population  :  Births  and  Deaths  :  Infant  Mortality 

■Infant 

Birth  Rate  Death  Rate  Mortality  Rate 


Year 

Population 

(Estimated) 

(per  1,000 
of  Population) 

(per  1,000 
of  Population) 

(per  1,000 
Live  Births) 

1946 

17.490 

20.98 

10.18 

46.32 

1947 

17,720 

21.44 

11.51 

42.11 

1948 

17,980 

16.57 

10.29 

50 

1949 

18,030 

16.2 

10.21 

24 

1950 

18,370 

16.1 

9.8 

24.6 

1951 

18,192 

16.2 

12.5 

31.7 

1952 

17,990 

15.0 

11.5 

42.0 

1953 

17,970 

16.11 

9.08 

18.1 

1954 

18,050 

13.74 

12.02 

40.32 

1955 

18,090 

13.70 

10.17 

44.35 

1956 

18,030 

16.36 

10.54 

27.12 
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TABLE  5 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1. — Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  •••  . 

1 

— ■ 

1 

2. — Tuberculosis,  Other  . 

— 

— 

— 

3. — Syphilitic  Disease  . 

1 

— 

1 

4. — Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

5. — Whooping  Cough  . 

— • 

— * 

— 

6. — Meningococcal  Infection  •••  . 

— 

— 

— 

7. — Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  ... 

• — 

— 

— 

8. — Measles  .  ... 

— 

— < 

— 

9. — Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

10. — Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach . 

1 

1 

2 

11. — Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  Bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

12. — Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

— 

1 

1 

13.  — Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . 

14.  — Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

2 

2 

Neoplasms  . ,  ...  •••  ... 

5 

10 

15 

15. — Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

1 

— 

1 

16. — Diabetes  . .  .... 

— 

1 

1 

17. — Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

12 

18 

30 

18. — Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  . 

19 

13 

32 

19. — Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

2 

2 

4 

20. — Other  Heart  Disease  . 

12 

17 

29 

21. — Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

4 

2 

6 

22. — Influenza  ...  . 

1 

— 

1 

23. — Pneumonia  .  •••  . 

5 

3 

8 

24. — Bronchitis  . 

1 

3 

4 

25. — Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

26. — Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

27. — Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

— 

— 

— 

28. — Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

4 

— 

4 

29. — Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

— 

— 

— 

30. — Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. — Congenital  Malformations  •••  . 

1 

1 

2 

32. — Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 

16 

13 

29 

33. — Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

2 

1 

3 

34. — All  other  Accidents  . 

3 

2 

5 

35. — Suicide  . 

1 

1 

2 

36. — Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

— • 

— 

— 

All  Causes  .  •••  96  94  190 
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TABLE  6 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1956:  New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


Age  Periods 


Under  one  year 

1  —  . 

5—  ... 

10—  ...  ... 

15  —  . 

25  —  . 

45  —  . 

65  and  upwards 


New  Cases 


Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 


M.  F.  M.  F. 


Deaths 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


3  1 


1 


Total  5  1  —  — 


1  — 


TABLE  7 

CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED,  1946—1956. 


Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Grand 


Year 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

1946  . 

6 

5 

11 

— 

1 

1 

12 

1947  ...  ••• 

7 

3 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1948  . 

7 

5 

12 

2 

2 

4 

16 

1949  . 

8 

3 

11 

1 

— 

1 

12 

1950  . 

6 

3 

9 

2 

1 

3 

12 

1951  . 

9 

7 

16 

1 

2 

3 

19 

1952  . 

5 

7 

12 

— 

1 

1 

13 

1953  . 

5 

3 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1954  . 

3 

4 

7 

2 

1 

3 

10 

1955  . 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1956  . 

5 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 
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TABLE  8 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 
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TABLE  9 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956. 

SEASONAL  INCIDENCE 

Notifiable  Disease  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Anthrax 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Para-Typhoid 

Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery 
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TABLE  10 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES— (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

1946-1956  —  All  Ages 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


HOSPITALS 

(a)  General:  For  accident  and  medical  cases  where 
home  nursing  not  available  —  The  Ripley  and  District 
Hospital  (controlled  by  Derby  No.  2  Hospital  Management 
Committee  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board). 

(b)  Maternity:  No  maternity  accommodation  available 
in  the  area.  Arrangements  made  by  Medical  Practitioners 
through  the  Derby  No.  2  Hospital  Management  Committee. 
Three  County  Midwives  are  available  in  the  district. 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases:  Arrangements  are  made  at  the 
Derwent  Hospital. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  County  Ambulance  Station  at  Ivy  Grove,  Ripley, 
deals  with  all  requirements  for  Ripley  and  adjoining  areas. 
Telephone  No.  Ripley  75. 

Ambulance  facilities  are  arranged  by  Medical  Practi¬ 
tioners  and  Health  Officers  as  and  when  required. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

(a)  Ante-Natal  Clinic:  At  Ripley  Hospital  on  the  2nd 
and  4th  Fridays  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

(b)  Infant  Welfare  Centres:  (1)  At  the  Church  Hall, 
Moseley  Street,  Ripley,  each  Monday  from  9  a.m.  to  12.30 
p.m.  and  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4  p.m.;  (2)  At  the  Bethel  Chapel, 
Marehay,  each  Wednesday,  from  9  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.;  (3)  At 
the  Methodist  Church,  Ambergate,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Mon¬ 
days  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4  p.m.;  (4)  At  the  Church 
School,  Parish  Church,  Heage,  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Wednes¬ 
days  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 
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(c)  School  Clinic:  A  Minor  Ailment  Clinic  is  held  at 
the  Ripley  County  Infants’  School  on  the  3rd  Thursday 
morning  in  the  month.  A  School  Medical  Officer  is  in 
attendance. 

(d)  Chest  Clinic:  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  from  the  area 
are  put  under  medical  supervision  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Grange 
Street,  Alfreton.  Open  each  Tuesday  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30 
p.m.  and  on  Fridays  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  Facilities 
for  radiographic  examination  are  available  at  the  Chest 
Clinic,  County  Offices  Yard,  St.  Mary’s  Gate,  Derby. 

(e)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic:  At  the  Derbyshire  Royal 
Infirmary,  Derby,  on  the  following  days  and  hours: — 

Males:  Females: 

Monday,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  Monday,  3  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Tuesday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  Thursday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12 
Wednesday,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  noon  and  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 
Saturday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Children:  Friday,  10.30  a.m.  to  11  a.m. 

GENERAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME, 

Service  now  administered  by  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council,  being  the  local  health  authority  for  the  National 
Health  Service. 

Three  Home  Nurses  are  available  for  service  in  the 
district. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1956. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ripley  Urban  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  covering 
the  work  undertaken  by  the  Department  for  the  year  1956. 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  this  my  first  report  since  my 
resumption  of  duties  with  the  Council. 

The  year  under  review  has  again  followed  the  pattern 
of  the  Post-War  era,  with  the  ever-increasing  number  of 
Acts  of  Parliament  adding  to  the  already  heavy  administra¬ 
tive  burden  of  this  particular  office,  as  can  readily  be 
appreciated  by  reference  to  the  following  list  of  new 
legislation: — 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Slum  Clearance  Compensation  Act,  1956. 

Sanitary  Officers’  (Change  of  Designation)  Act,  1956. 

together  with  Bye-Laws  on  the  following  subjects, 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers,  Camping  Grounds,  and  several 
Ministry  Circulars,  amendments  to  Regulations  were  also 
received. 

The  above  legislation  poses  a  question  to  all  concerned — 
How  successful  will  the  administration  of  this  law  be?  This 
to  a  great  extent  depends  upon  enthusiasm,  understanding, 
encouragement  and  a  sufficient  staff  to  carry  out  the  work. 

During  the  year  the  Housing  Programme  of  the  Council 
was  officially  endorsed,  a  start  being  made  in  dealing  with 
these  unsatisfactory  dwellings  and  will  continue  as  and 
when  alternative  accommodation  becomes  available.  I  do, 
however,  desire  to  stress  the  need  for  viewing  this  social 
evolution  as  a  most  human  problem  and  as  such  requires  a 
careful  and  sympathetic  approach  thereto. 
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The  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  being  able  to 
proceed  with  a  sewerage  development  scheme  at  Upper 
Hartshay.  I  hope  this  scheme  will  be  the  forerunner  of 
similar  works  of  improvement  in  other  parts  of  the  Urban 
Area,  thus  enabling  urgent  sanitary  improvements  to  be 
carried  out  to  dwellings  in  certain  areas  and  could  also  assist 
in  new  housing  developments. 

The  report  has  been  prepared  on  rather  a  different  style 
than  recent  reports  have  been  presented.  The  contents 
follow  a  sequence  which  I  hope  to  adhere  to  on  future 
occasions. 

I  desire  to  record  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  cordial 
support  I  have  received  from  the  members  of  the  Council 
and  the  kind  assistance  and  co-operation  from  the  officers 
of  all  Departments. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  AINSWORTH, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


HOUSING  PROGRAMME. 

(a)  New  Dwellings. 

The  number  of  New  Dwelling  Houses  erected  during 
the  year  was  as  follows: — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  28 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  or  .  24 

(b)  Unfit  Dwellings. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  1  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Acts,  1954,  approved  the  CounciTs  Official  Housing 
Programme  during  the  early  part  of  1956,  with  the  proviso 
that  the  programme  be  completed  in  7  years  in  lieu  of  the 
original  10-year  period. 

The  programme  shows  a  total  of  128  dwelling  houses  as 
being  of  such  a  condition  of  fitness,  that,  if  and  when  the 
said  dwelling  houses  receive  consideration  the  condition  of 
the  dwellings  are  still  the  same,  the  aforesaid  dwellings  will 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Housing  Act.  Appropriate  action  will  then  have  to  be  taken 
to  secure  their  demolition. 


PROGRESS  REPORTS  ON  UNFIT  DWELLINGS 


(a)  Houses  Demolished  (during  1956). 


In  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1936, 

and  Housing  Repairs  and  RentSHouses  Demolished  Displaced 
Act,  1954)  Unfit  Others  Persons  Families 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  11, 

Housing  Act,  1936  .  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 


(b)  Unfit  Houses  Closed.  Number 

(5)  Under  Section  11,  Housing  Act, 

1936,  and  Sections  10  (1)  and 

11  (2),  'Local  Government  (Misc. 

Prov.)  Act,  1953  7  19  7 

(6)  Under  Sect.  3  (1)  and  3  (2), 

Housing  Acts,  1949  .  Nil  Nil  Nil 

(7)  Parts  of  Buildings  closed  under 

Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936  .  Nil  Nil  Nil 
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In  addition  to  the  above  Unfit  Housing  action,  a  detailed 
report  of  your  Officer  was  considered  in  respect  of  a  dwell¬ 
ing.  The  owner  of  this  house  made  an  offer  under  the  Act 
and  an  undertaking  was  subsequently  accepted  by  the 
Council  not  to  use  the  aforesaid  dwelling  in  the  condition 
defined  in  the  report  for  human  habitation. 

The  dwelling  in  question  was  later  almost  completely 
demolished  by  the  owner  prior  to  extensive  reconstruction 
work  being  undertaken. 

Whilst  the  case  quoted  above  will  ultimately  produce 
the  result  desired  by  your  Officer — a  house  in  all  respects  fit 
for  human  habitation,  I  would  however,  make  the  following 
observation  on  the  accepting  of  undertaking  on  unfit  houses. 
On  occasions,  an  undertaking  can  be  a  most  unsatisfactory 
solution  to  a  serious  condition  of  any  house.  A  structure 
which  is  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  will  be 
equally  unfit  for  use  for  other  purposes.  In  some  cases  the 
continued  use  of  these  structures  involving  persons  spending 
working  hours  therein  may  have  serious  consequences. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR. 

During  the  year  no  applications  were  received  for  a 
Certificate  of  Disrepair  under  the  provision  of  the  1954  Act. 
Two  applications  were,  however,  received  and  approved  by 
the  Council  for  cancellation  of  certificates  issued  during  a 
previous  year. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  EXISTING  BUILDINGS. 

A  number  of  enquiries  from  owners  of  dwelling  houses 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year  for  information  and  advice 
on  Improvement  Grants.  Arising  therefrom,  detailed  inspec¬ 
tions  were  carried  out  and  schedules  of  repair  and 
recommended  items  of  proposed  improvements  were 
supplied  to  owners  of  12  dwellings,  from  which  to  date  formal 
applications  have  not  been  received. 

The  following  information  regarding  formal  applications 
for  Improvement  Grants  does  not  reflect  the  amount  of 
detailed  work  involved  by  Officers  of  all  Departments  of  the 
Council. 

No.  of  Formal  Applications  received  during  1956  ...  19 

No.  of  Formal  Applications  approved  during  1956  ...  13 

No.  of  Formal  Applications  refused  or  withdrawn  ...  7 

No.  of  Formal  Applications  incomplete  at  31.12.56  ...  11 

No.  of  Formal  Applications  completed  during  1956  ...  9 

Financial  payments  during  1956  of  Formal 

Applications  ...  •••  .  .  £1261/0/0 

Final  value  of  Completed  Improvement 

Works  . £2693/11/3 


90 


It  is  regrettable  that  so  few  applications  have  been 
received  up  to  date,  of  the  type  which  I  feel  grants  were 
devised  to  cater  for — the  tenanted  dwellings  let  at  a  weekly 
rental. 


COMPLAINTS. 

The  origin  of  many  items  of  action  undertaken  by  your 
Officer  being  a  call  at  the  office  by  a  person  concerned  as  to 
some  problem  affecting  his  or  her  living  conditions.  The 
following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  wide  variety  of 
problems  covered  by  complaints  to  the  office.: — 


GENERAL  HOUSING  DEFECTS 

Chimney  Stack  .  32 

House  Roofs  .  6 

Eaves,  Gutters  and  Rain 

Pipes  .  21 

Walls  .  liO 

Dampness  .  2 

Ceiling  Plaster  .  16 

Wall  Plaster  .  8 

Floors  .  8 

Window  Frames  .  5 

Sash  Cords  .  8 

Doors  .  1 

Fireplaces  .  1 

Wash  Coppers  .  2 

Sinks  .  1 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Insufficient  and  defective  ...  14 

Burst  Supply  Pipes .  2 

Water  in  Cellar  .  7 

Soft  Water  Cisterns  .  1 


WATER  CLOSETS 

Compartments  .  8 

Water  Supply  .  4 

Pedestal  .  3 

Seat  .  1 

Cistern  .  2 

Defective  Sanitary  Accom.  2 

Dirty  Pails  and  Privies  ...  17 


ANIMALS,  IMPROPER 
KEEPING 

Dogs,  Cats,  etc .  3 

Poultry  .  2 

Pigs  ,,,  1 


DRAINAGE 

Obstructions .  26 

Defective  Drains  .  27 

Fittings  .  14 

Cesspool  .  2 


INFESTATIONS 

Rats .  21 

Mice .  19 

Beetles  .  12 

Ants .  2 

Silverfish  .  1 

Frogs  .  1 

Rabbits  .  1 

Bed  Bugs  .  2 

Fleas  .  3 

Wasps  .  1 

Flies .  1 


Dirty  Conditions  .  10 

Outbuildings .  3 

Yard  Pavings  .  2 

Dustbins .  94 

Refuse  Accumulations  ...  8 

Mining  Subsidence  .  7 

Overcrowding  .  7 

Industrial  Smoke  .  1 

Unsound  Food  .  1 

Food  Premises  .  5 

Offensive  Smells  .  14 

Standing  Water  .  6 

Flooding  and  Pollution  of 

Water  Course .  3 

Improvement  Grants  .  2 

Burning  of  Waste  Material  1 

Miscellaneous  .  6 

Temporary  Dwellings .  9 
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REPAIRS  COMPLETED. 


The  following  table  supplies  details  of  items  of  main¬ 
tenance  repairs  carried  out  to  dwellings  and  other  premises 
in  this  Urban  Area,  as  a  result  of  various  types  of  action 
undertaken  by  your  Officer. 


Chimney  Stack — 

Sinks  and  Wash  Hand  Basins- 

Overhauls  . 

3 

Replaced  . 

7 

New  ipots  provided . 

2 

Water  Supply — 

House  Roof — 

Additional  . 

4 

Repaired  . 

23 

Burst  Pipes  . 

3 

Eaves,  Gutters— 

Defective  fittings  . 

2 

Repaired  . 

22 

Water  in  Cellars . 

9 

Rainwater  Fallpipes — 

Water  Closets — 

Repaired,  renewed, 

Additional  provided 

9 

cleansed  . 

9 

Compartment  repaired  ... 

6 

Dampness — 

Water  Supply  . 

2 

Rising  dampness  . 

9 

Pedestal  . 

6 

Penetrating  dampness 

17 

Seat  . 

3 

Perished  brickwork 

15 

Cistern  . 

5 

Perished  brick  pointing  ... 

9 

Joint  defective . 

2 

Ceiling  plaster  . 

27 

Wall  plaster  . 

27 

Defective  pails . 

7 

Floors  Repaired— 

Drainage — 

Solid  . 

6 

Obstructions  removed 

35 

Wooden  . 

4 

Drains  repaired  . 

28 

Stairs — 

Defective  fittings  . 

17 

Repaired  . 

1 

Outbuildings  —  Repaired  . . . 

1 

Handrail  provided  . 

3 

Yard  Paving — Repaired 

2 

Windows — 

Smoke  Nuisances — 

Frames  repaired  . 

12 

Domestic  . 

4 

Frames  renewed  . 

4 

Industrial  . 

1 

Sashcords  repaired  . 

15 

Mining  Subsidence  repairs 

14 

Doors — 

Rodent  Proofing  . 

1 

Repaired  . 

12 

Verminous  conditions 

Wash  Coppers — 

improved  . 

9 

Repaired  . 

3 

Standing  water,  i.e.,  flooding 

6 

Cooking  Ranges — 

Overcrowding  abated . 

3 

Repaired  . 

4 

Unauth.  Caravan  sites 

Fireplaces — 

vacated  . 

8 

Repaired  . 

4 

Miscellaneous  . 

32 

Food  Store — 

Animals  improperly  kept  . . . 

3 

Repaired  or  improved 

2 

Offensive  Accumulations  . . . 

4 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  RESULTANT  ACTION. 

The  following  information  is  compiled  in  tabular  form 
and  is  in  fact  a  summary  of  work  undertaken  in  the 
Department  during  1956.  The  table  supplies  the  following 
information: — 

(A)  Details  of  Inspections. 

(B)  Interviews,  and 

(C)  Correspondence. 
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(a)  SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  UNDERTAKEN  DURING  1956. 


HOUSING  FACTORIES  ACT 


Public  Health  Act 

343 

Factories  . 

60 

Housing  Act  . 

99 

Workshops . 

8 

Unfit  Houses  (H.  Prog.) 

210 

Building  Sites  . 

1 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

2 

Outworkers  . 

8 

Improvements  Grants 

80 

Offices  . 

7 

Mining  Subsidence  ... 

51 

Overcrowding  . 

14 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

4 

Smoke  Inspections  . 

9 

Housing  Applicants  ... 

.  •  , 

39 

Smoke  Observations 

4 

Check  Visits  . 

2 

Drains  Inspected . 

165 

Council  Dwellings  . . . 

133 

Drains  Tested  . 

55 

W.C.  Conversions  . 

94 

FOOD  SUPPLY 

Cesspools  . 

76 

Dairies  . 

13 

Dustbins  . 

12 

Milk  Distributors 

21 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

170 

Milk  Distributors  Vehicles 

14 

Verminous  and/or  dirty 

Ice  Cream  Manufacture 

4 

premises  and  articles  ... 

31 

Ice  Cream  Retail 

12 

Infectious  Disease  . 

31 

Ice  Cream  Vendors  ... 

7 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ... 

191 

Preserved  Food 

Temporary  Dwelling 

Manufacture 

14 

Sites  . 

101 

Preserved  Food  Retail 

8 

Water  Supply  . 

21 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

5 

Butchers  Shops 

39 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Slaughter  Houses 

366 

Cinemas  and  Public 

Market  Stalls  . 

120 

Entertainments 

2 

Mobile  Sales  Units  ... 

11 

Licensed  Premises  . 

26 

Retail  Shops  . 

.  •  . 

142 

Schools 

12 

Unsound  Food  (visits) 

17 

Keeping  of  Animals 

18 

Canteens  . 

. . . 

20 

Rodent  Control . 

67 

Bakehouses  . 

5 

Disinfestation  (Vermin)  ... 

9 

Hairdressers  . 

21 

SHOPS  ACT 

Petrol  . 

31 

Visits  . 

88 

Sunday  Trading 

9 

(b)  INTERVIEWS  IN  OFFICE 

Persons  making 

Complaint  .  150 

Owners  . 

.  173 

Contractors 

.  44 

(c)  CORRESPONDENCE 


Public  Health  Act  . 

Unfit  Houses  (H.  Programme) 

Improvement  Grants  . 

Overcrowding  . 

W.C.  Conversions  . 

Refuse  (Storage) . 

Other  Housing  Matters 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

Infectious  Disease  . 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Rodent  Control  . 

Petroleum  . 

Shops  Act  . 


No.  of 

Letters  Circulars 


204 

24 

42 

4 

14 

37 

9 

118 

8 

46 

2 

7 

2 


11 

5 


5 

3 

2 

3 


5 
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No.  of 
Letters 

Circulars 

Factories  Act  . 

69 

15 

Food  Premises  and  Supplies  . 

74 

24 

Hairdressers  . 

2 

— - 

Transport  . 

116 

7 

Miscellaneous  . 

89 

— - 

REFUSE  RECEPTACLES. 

Difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year  in  obtain¬ 
ing  prompt  compliance  with  requests  for  the  provision  of 
portable  dustbins  of  a  standard  pattern.  The  presence  of 
non-standard  refuse  receptacles  at  dwelling  houses  present 
a  danger  to  health,  particularly  during  warm  weather.  A 
further  problem  arising  from  the  use  of  these  unsatisfactory 
receptacles  is  the  danger  in  the  handling  of  such  receptacles 
by  the  Cleansing  Personnel. 

A  satisfactory  solution  to  this  complex  problem  would 
be  the  introduction  of  a  Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme,  under 
which  an  annual  charge  could  be  made  against  each 
premises  receiving  delivery  of  a  B.S.S.  Municipal  Dustbin. 

The  only  drawback  to  the  introduction  to  such  a  scheme 
at  the  present  time  being  the  high  cost  of  standard 
receptacles. 

During  the  year  under  review,  owners  of  73  dwellings 
purchased  B.S.S.  dustbins  from  the  Council,  whilst  during 
the  same  period  27  dustbins  were  provided  by  owners  to 
dwellings. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  importance  of  the  construction  of  a  first-class 
drainage  system  is  on  occasions  disregarded  by  owners  of 
dwellings  and  also,  unfortunately,  by  contractors.  Inspec¬ 
tions  were  carried  out  at  80  premises  for  the  purpose  of 
supervision  of  drainage  work;  a  number  of  these  works 
unfortunately  originated  from  damage  by  mining 
subsidence. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  offer  of  £10  or  half  the  cost  of  provision  of  a  Water 
Closet  continued  to  be  made  by  the  Council.  The  overall  cost 
of  conversion  work  has  increased  very  considerably  since 
the  present  rate  of  grant  was  decided  by  the  Council  in 
March,  1952.  The  basis  of  the  present  grant  may  have  acted 
as  a  deterrent  in  some  cases  to  owners  in  carrying  out  con¬ 
version  work.  This  urgent  sanitary  improvement  work 
should  have  been  completed  many  years  ago, 
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TABLE  OF  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  IN  URBAN  AREA. 

Waste  Water 


W.C.’s 

Position  at  31.12.56  ...  5472 

Pails 

365 

Privies  Closets 

20  2 

Total 

5872 

Conversions  completed 

during  1956  .  — 

18 

1 

1 

20 

Conversions  completed 

up  to  1956  .  — 

508 

264 

10 

1782 

14  of  the  20  conversions  completed  during  1956  were 
undertaken  under  the  scheme  and  thus  qualified  for  the 
Grant. 

A  further  30  properties  were  approved  under  the  scheme 
for  payment  of  a  grant  during  1956;  the  conversion  work, 
however,  had  not  been  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

TEMPORARY  DWELLINGS. 

The  supervision  of  temporary  dwellings — usually  taking 
the  form  of  mobile  units  of  living  accommodation,  requires 
constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  your  Officer.  A  number  of 
convenient  sites  exist  in  the  Urban  Area  which  appear  to  be 
well  known  to  a  certain  type  of  traveller.  On  a  number  of 
occasions  during  the  year  steps  have  had  to  be  taken  to  force 
families  of  this  character  to  vacate  the  sites,  occupied  with¬ 
out  authority  or  permission  of  the  owner.  The  owner  of  two 
of  these  sites,  a  statutory  body,  has  co-operated  with  your 
Officer  in  rendering  ready  access  to  these  sites  extremely 
difficult. 

After  years  of  dealing  with  this  class  of  traveller  I  have 
received  many  excuses  for  the  continued  presence  of  un¬ 
authorised  dwellers  on  a  site.  These  people  have  become 
embittered  to  the  constant  pressure  from  Council  Officers  to 
move  on.  A  satisfactory  solution  to  this  National  problem 
would  be  the  provision  of  Municipal  owned  or  controlled 
sites  at  agreed  locations  on  a  Regional  basis,  by  joint  action 
by  a  group  of  local  authorities. 

A  further  aspect  of  this  problem  has  arisen  in  recent 
years  due  to  the  changing  modes  of  living  of  many  people, 
no  doubt  brought  about  by  economic  and  other  reasons.  The 
result  of  these  circumstances  being  the  ever-increasing  use 
of  the  modern  caravan  as  a  more  permanent  or  static 
residence. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  licences  issued, 
cancelled,  etc.,  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
during  1956, 
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Licences  issued  1st  July,  1955 
(for  period  of  12  months) 

Licences  issued  for  Limited  Period 

Application  of  Licence  Refused  ... 

Licences  cancelled  during  1956  ... 

Licences  issued  1st  July,  1956 


22 

4 

1 

3 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  dawn  of  a  new  era  was  heralded  during  the  year 
by  the  placing  on  the  statute  book  of  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1956.  This  Act  of  Parliament  has  a  most  interesting  back¬ 
ground,  and  illustrates  the  great  value  and  immense  power 
of  public  opinion  or  conscience  —  arising  from  the  tragic 
happenings  of  the  London  Smog  of  1952.  It  will  be  recalled 
that  during  a  short  period  of  5  days  the  death  of  over  4,000 
people  in  the  London  area  was  directly  attributed  to  the 
ill-effects  of  atmospheric  pollution. 

I  most  sincerely  hope  that  the  same  public  opinion  will 
remain  enthusiastic  for  this  cause  of  a  cleaner  atmosphere, 
and  will  in  time  be  prepared  to  accept  the  burden  of  the 
initial  cost  of  creating  a  better  atmosphere  for  the  citizens 
of  this  country  to  enjoy  in  the  years  to  come. 

The  appointed  date  of  the  major  portion  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act  was  the  31st  of  December,  1956.  The  Council 
recently  received  a  report  prepared  by  your  Officer  on  the 
various  aspects  of  this  Act.  I  therefore  only  propose  in  this 
Annual  Report  to  deal  with  a  number  of  important  points. 

The  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  example 
to  the  community  by  their  decision  to  install  in  all  Council 
dwellings  only  approved  type  solid  fuel  consuming 
appliances — fire  grates  which  will  not  only  consume  smoke¬ 
less  fuel,  but  will  consume  bitumous  fuel  much  more 
efficiently  than  is  possible  in  ordinary  fire  grates.  The  first 
Estate  to  benefit  from  this  decision  will  be  the  extension  to 
the  Woodside  Estate,  42  dwelling  houses  at  present  in  course 
of  erection. 

Information  is  urgently  required  on  the  density  of 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere  in  many  different  types  of  areas 
of  the  country.  It  is  vital  that  the  extent  of  the  local  problem 
be  ascertained,  this  can  only  be  obtained  by  the  creation  of 
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Atmospheric  Recording  Stations  at  one  or  more  strategic 
points  in  the  Urban  Area.  This  recording  work  is  of  great 
importance  both  from  a  local  and  national  point  of  view, 
and  would  form  part  of  the  background  information  I  have 
referred  to  in  a  previous  report  on  this  subject.  I  strongly 
urge  that  early  consideration  be  given  to  this  matter. 

The  privilege  of  being  permitted  to  attend  both  Local 
and  National  meetings  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement 
Society  are  of  considerable  importance.  The  attendance  at 
such  meetings  is  of  great  assistance  and  encouragement  both 
to  the  Council  representative  and  your  Officer,  much  use¬ 
ful  information  is  obtained  from  this  source. 

The  Council  arrived  at  a  most  wise  decision  when  they 
resolved  to  become  members  of  the  North-East  Derbyshire 
Smoke  Abatement  Joint  Consultative  Committee.  The 
Committee  is  at  the  present  time  doing  valuable  work  by 
enabling  elected  members  and  officers  of  a  number  of 
adjoining  local  authorities  to  meet  together  at  intervals  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  Clean  Air  problems  which  are  of 
a  mutual  interest. 

This  Committee  will  increase  in  importance  during  the 
coming  years  as  and  when  further  information  becomes 
available  on  the  rate  and  mode  of  progress  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  Smoke  Control  Areas  in  any  of  the  Authorities’ 
areas  covered  by  the  Committee. 

I  would  emphasise  the  importance  of  maintaining 
interest  in  this  subject,  by  the  organising  of  propaganda 
activities  in  support  of  the  advantages  of  Clean  Air.  The 
construction  of  a  further  number  of  Council  Dwellings, 
already  referred  to,  appears  to  be  a  suitable  occasion  for  the 
organising  of  a  Clean  Air  Exhibition,  by  the  use  of  a  newly 
constructed  dwelling  for  demonstration  purposes.  The 
organisation  of  such  an  Exhibition  would  not  only  assist 
the  selected  occupants  of  these  dwellings  but  would 
encourage  other  interested  householders  to  be  converted  to 
the  advantages  of  approved  heating  and  cooking  appliances. 
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DERBYSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL,  1954. 

SECTION  146,  REGISTRATION  OF  HAIRDRESSERS 

During  1956,  steps  were  taken  to  inspect  hairdressers’ 
premises  in  the  Urban  Area;  the  conditions  in  general  were 
found  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

Attention  of  the  proprietors  of  these  establishments  were 
drawn  to  any  items  requiring  attention,  prior  to  registration 
of  these  premises  being  considered  by  the  Committee.  The 
owners  of  these  businesses  readily  acceded  to  your  Officer’s 
request  for  certain  work  to  be  carried  out  at  their  premises. 

DETAILS  OF  REGISTER  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1956. 

Ladies  .  4 

Ladies’  and  Children’s  Hairdresser  ...  5 

Ladies,  Gentlemen’s  and  Children’s  ...  1 

Gentlemen’s  and  Children’s  Hairdresser  5 

SECTIONS  94-5,  POWER  TO  EXAMINE  AND  TEST  DRAINS,  ETC 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  dated  the  28th  June,  1955,  steps  have  been  taken 
to  utilize  the  power  conferrred  upon  the  Council  by  this  Act, 
by  the  offering  of  a  service  to  occupants  of  dwellings  to  assist 
in  the  clearing  of  obstructed  drains  at  a  fee  of  7s  6d.  per 
drain  cleared  of  obstruction. 

During  1956,  14  drains  were  dealt  with  under  this 
provision. 

A  further  service  is  available  to  the  general  public  for 
the  clearing  of  obstructions  in  drains — by  the  loan  of  a  set 
of  Drain  Rods  for  which  a  fee  of  one  shilling  is  made.  This 
service  was  used  on  35  occasions  during  1956. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

SOURCE  OF  SUPPLY. 

The  water  distributed  in  the  Urban  Area  is  obtained 
from  three  different  water  authorities  —  Derwent  Valley 
Water  Board,  Ilkeston  and  Heanor  Water  Board  and  Belper 
Urban  District  Council. 

SUMMARY  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES  TO  DWELLINGS. 


Number  of  Houses  in  District  connected 

Estimated 

Population 

Involved 

to  mains  .  ... 

5,859 

18,004 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  supplied 
from  standpipes  on  mains . 

4 

8 

Number  of  Houses  in  District  not 
supplied  from  standpipes  on 
mains  . 

9 

18 

Number  of  connections  made  during  the 
year: — 

(a)  Existing  Houses  . 

4 

(b)  New  Houses  ...  ••• 

21 

(c)  Other  Premises  . 

10 
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WATER  CONSUMPTION  DURING  PERIOD  1st  APRIL,  1956, 

— 31st  MARCH,  1957. 

Derwent  Valley  .  113,729,000  galls. 

Ilkeston  and  Heanor  .  98,315,000  galls. 

Belper .  19,392,000  galls. 


IMPROVEMENT  TO  WATER  AND  OTHER  SERVICES. 


Water  Main  Improvements. 


Number  of  burst  mains. 

Number  of  burst  services. 
New  connections  to  mains. 


3in.  Water  Main,  Warmwells 
Lane  replaced  by  6in. 

3in.  Water  Main,  Upper  Mare- 
hay  Road,  replaced  by  4in. 
Contract  let  but  work  not 
commenced  on  3in.  Water 
Main,  Victoria  Street,  to  be 
replaced  by  4in. 

112  (mostly  due  to  subsi¬ 
dence). 

110 

29  actual  connections  to  the 
following: 

Existing  Houses  ...  4 

New  Houses  ......  21 

Other  Premises  .  10 


SEWERAGE  WORKS. 

Improvements.  Sewerage  of  Upper  Hartshay. 

Major  repairs.  Replacement  of  a  length  of 

shallow  sewer  near  Bethel 
Chapel  by  a  cast  iron  sewer. 
Part  of  Hammersmith  Sewer 
relayed  and  main  scraped  by 
General  Descaling  Company. 

New  Houses  connected  to 

Sewers.  52. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  Hillier,  B.Eng.,  M.M.Mun.E., 
M.R.S.H.,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for  supplying  the  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  the  three  preceding  paragraphs  in  this 
report. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Difficulty  was  encountered  in  an  endeavour  to  operate 
a  most  vital  section  of  the  Environmental  Health  Service — 
Rodent  Control.  Whilst  the  number  of  infestations  dealt 
with  during  the  year  were  small  in  comparison  to  some 
areas,  the  effectiveness  and  efficiency  of  the  work  was  often 
endangered  by  delay  in  commencing  treatment.  This  was 
due  to  the  trained  operator  being  engaged  on  his  primary 
duties.  Speed  in  commencing  rodent  treatment  operations  is 
essential,  the  rate  of  breeding  of  rodents  are  only  too  well 
known,  with  the  resultant  risk  of  spread  of  infestations  over 
a  wider  area. 
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SUMMARY  OF  RODENT  ACTIVITIES,  PERIOD  1st  APRIL,  1955  — 


31st  MARCH,  1957. 


Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of— 


Type  of  Property 

1  2  3  4  » 

Dwelling 
Houses 

Incl.  All  other  Totals  of 
Local  Council  Business  Cols.  1,  Agri- 
Authority  Houses  Premises  2  and  3  cultural 


(a)  Notification 


40  19  59  2 


(b)  Survey  under  the  Act  46  280  20 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 

some  other  purpose)  —  800  300 


340  4 


1100  20 


Number  of  properties 
inspected  which  are  found 
to  be  infested  with:  — 


(a) 

Rats:  Major  . 

_  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  . 

5 

30 

8 

43 

2 

(b) 

Mice:  Major  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  . 

1 

10 

11 

22 

— 

MAINTENANCE  TREATMENT  OF  SEWERS. 

The  two  maintenance  treatments  of  manholes  situated 
on  the  Councirs  Sewerage  System  were  carried  out  at  two 
important  periods  of  the  life  cycle  of  rodents  —  in  the 
Autumn  and  again  in  the  Spring. 


SUMMARY  OF  MAINTENANCE  TREATMENT  OF  SEWERS. 


Date 

Total  No.  No.  not 
Manholes  Baited 

No. 

Baited 

Pre-bait 

C. 

Takes 

P. 

Total 

Takes 

N.T 

March,  1956 
(Test  Bait) 

...  509 

433 

46 

— 

19 

19 

27 

March,  1956 

...  509 

401 

108 

271 

5 

32 

76 

November,  1955 

...  509 

424 

85 

21 

18 

39 

46 

March,  1955 

...  509 

424 

85 

21 

— 

21 

64 

October,  1954 

...  503 

408 

95 

14 

— 

14 

81 

March,  1954 

...  503 

424 

79 

20 

— 

20 

59 
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It  was  only  possible  to  undertake  the  maintenance 
treatment  of  sewers  during  the  year  under  review  by 
obtaining  the  assistance  of  C.  S.  Mead,  Esq.,  Divisional 
Rodent  Officer,  North  Midland  Division,  Ministry  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  who  very  kindly  placed  at  our 
disposal  an  officer  to  assist  with  the  essential  duties.  Such 
action  I  feel  emphasises  the  inadequacy  of  our  local 
arrangements  for  this  purpose. 


DISINFESTATION 

The  following  list  gives  details  of  the  types  of  complaint 
received  and  disinfestation  work  undertaken  during  1956. 
Several  types  of  insecticides  were  used  in  treating  these 
infestations,  one  of  the  most  successful  taking  the  form  of 
a  smoke  generator. 

The  issue  of  quantities  of  an  approved  type  of  powdered 
insecticide  was  continued,  this  system  being  designed  to 
control  minor  infestations  of  beetles  and  other  insect  pests. 
I  am  sure  in  many  instances  this  arrangement  has  been  the 
means  of  preventing  major  infestations  of  vermin. 


COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED  AND  TREATED  DURING  1956. 

Beetles  .  12 

Ants  .  2 

Silverfish  .  •••  .  1 

Bed  Bugs  ...  2 

Fleas  .  3 

Wasps  and  Flies  .  •••  .  2 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Terminal  and  general  disinfections  are  only  carried  out 
upon  request,  such  work  having  a  very  limited  value — 
principally  psychological.  Bottles  of  an  approved 
disinfectant  are  issued  to  assist  in  the  more  efficient  control 
of  certain  diseases  in  the  home. 

Infectious  Disease  Visits  .  31 

Disinfestations  carried  out  ...  13 

Library  books  disinfected  .  42 

Notices  to  Librarians  re  disinfected  books  6 
Bottles  of  Disinfectant  issued  . 262 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACT,  1928—1936. 

The  importance  of  efficient  administration  of  the 
Petroleum  Regulations  is  sometimes  overlooked,  with  most 
serious  consequences. 

All  new  installations  in  the  Urban  Area  are  submitted 
to  a  pressure  test.  In  the  not  so  distant  future,  attention  will 
have  to  be  given  to  the  condition  of  many  old  installations; 
these  installations,  no  doubt,  when  tested,  will  disclose  a 
number  of  defects. 

No.  of  Licences  issued  to  store  Petroleum  . .  ...  56 

Total  quantity  of  Petroleum  stored  .  50,000  galls. 

No.  of  Licences  issued  to  store  Petroleum  Mixture  ...  5 


Total  quantity  of  Petroleum  Mixture  stored  under 

Licence .  •••  ...  250  galls. 

Fees  collected  for  Petroleum  and  P.  Mixture 

Licences  ....  .  . .  £37  0  0 

No.  of  New  Licences  to  store  Petroleum  .  5 

Capacity  of  New  Licences  to  store  Petroleum  7,000  galls. 

No.  of  Licences  to  store  Carbide  of  Calcium  .  2 

Total  quantity  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  stored  ...  30  cwts. 

Fees  collected  for  Carbide  of  Calcium  Licences  £1  0  0 

Inspections  made  under  Regulations .  31 


THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 

ACT,  1951. 

One  firm,  an  upholsterer,  is  registered  under  this  Act. 
Conditions  are  satisfactory. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

A  licence  under  the  Act  was  issued  in  respect  of  one 
premises  permitting  the  same  to  be  used  for  the  purposes 
defined  in  the  Pet  Animals  Act. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

Observations  were  regularly  undertaken  as  to  the  closing 
hours,  Sunday  Trading  and  weekly  half-day  closing 
provisions  of  the  Act.  Little  difficulty  was  encountered  in 
the  case  of  shops  who  employ  staff.  This  type  of  shop  in  the 
majority  of  cases  closes  earlier  than  the  prescribed  times. 

The  small  self-employed  General  Store  does  at  times 
present  a  problem  with  the  wide  variety  of  articles  he  offers 
for  sale.  A  number  of  these  articles  can  legally  be  sold  later 
than  the  prescribed  closing  hours  for  normal  merchandise. 
Thus  a  trader  is  often  embarrassed  and  tempted  to  contra¬ 
vene  the  law  by  meeting  a  request  to  sell  prohibited 
articles  after  normal  closing  time. 

A  number  of  verbal  warnings  have  been  issued  during 
the  year  on  this  subject. 
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REGISTER  OF  SHOPS,  1956. 


Retail  Food  Premises  .  160 

Library  and  Stationer  .  5 

Toys  and  Fancy  Goods  .  4 

Sadlers  .  1 

Newsagents  .  7 

Newspaper  Offices  and 

Agents  .  3 

Tobacconists  .  2 

Hairdressers  .  15 

Chemists  .  3 

Jewellers,  Opticians  and 

Photographers  .  3 


Electric  and  Cycle  Goods  ...  14 


Builders  Supplies  .  17 

Paints  and  Wallpapers  .  6 

Ironmongers  .  6 

Garage  Sundries  .  16 

Furniture  .  IX 

Dry  Cleaners  .  6 

Shoe  Sales  and  Repairs  .  19 

Clothing  Stores  .  31 

Miscellaneous  . '  5 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

During  the  year  69  inspections  were  made  to  premises 
registered  under  the  Act. 


The  administration  of  Section  110  —  Registration  of 
Outworkers,  on  occasions  during  the  year  presented  certain 
difficulties.  The  co-operation  of  proprietors  of  Business  Firms 
in  the  Urban  Area  by  supplying  information  as  to  persons 
employed  by  them  in  this  capacity  was  of  considerable 
assistance  to  your  Officer. 


The  following  is  a  summarised  copy  of  the  Register  of 
Factories  in  operation  in  the  Urban  Area: — 


Engineers  . 

Brass  and  Iron  Foundry 

Welding  Plant  . 

Brick  Works,  etc . 

Lime  Kilns  . 

Concrete  . . . 

Automobile  Repairs 
Sawmills 

Joiners,  Etc . 

Plumbing,  Etc . . 

Monumental  Masons  . . . 

Hosiery  . . ., . 

Outworkers  — 


8  Firewood  Dealers 

3  Upholsterers 

1  Salvage  Baling  . 

5  Chaff  Cutting  . 

1  Food  Preparation  . 

2  Bakehouses  . . 

14  Milk  Pasteurising  . 

5  Ice  Cream  Manufacture 

15  Printers 

4  Watch  Repairs  . 

1  Boot  Repairs  . 

7  Milliners  . 

Wearing  Apparel  ...  105 


4 
2 
1 
1 
8 
7 
1 

5 
2 
1 
4 
1 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

The  principal  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula¬ 
tions,  1955,  became  operative  on  the  1st  January,  1956,  whilst 
certain  provisions  of  the  Regulations  requiring  structural 
alterations,  etc.,  to  Food  Premises  became  operative  on  the 
1st  July,  1956. 

I  had  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Committee  a 
comprehensive  report  on  the  Regulations  together  with  my 
comments  on  various  aspects  of  the  Regulations.  At  a  later 
date  the  Street  Lighting  and  Markets  Committee  received  a 
report  from  your  Surveyor  and  myself  on  the  requirements 
of  the  Regulations  as  they  affected  the  Local  Weekly  Market. 

The  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  prompt 
action  they  took  to  carry  out  all  necessary  works  to  provide 
the  facilities  required  by  the  Regulations. 
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The  following  amenities  were  provided  by  the  Council 
before  the  1st  July,  1956. — Personal  washing  facilities — hot 
and  cold  water  over  hand  basin;  Cleansing  of  equipment — 
sink  with  hot  and  cold  water  over  was  made  available; 
Lighting — a  system  of  artificial  lighting  will  be  available  for 
use  during  the  winter  months;  Removal  of  Waste — 
Additional  B.S.S.  dustbins  were  made  available  for  tem¬ 
porary  storage  of  waste  thus  reducing  risk  of  contamination 
to  open  food. 

A  meeting  convened  by  the  Council  was  held  on  the  8th 
May,  1956,  of  stallholders  on  the  Ripley  Market.  The  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Regulations,  the  Council’s  proposals  for 
providing  the  above  amenities  were  explained  by  your 
Officers.  A  full  and  most  interesting  discussion  ensued.  The 
persons  present  who  handled  food  for  sale  on  the  Ripley 
Market  unanimously  agreed  to  carry  out  the  requirements 
of  the  Regulations. 

A  supply  of  paper  hand  towels  if  made  available  for 
use  of  Food  Handlers  on  the  Market  at  a  small  charge  will 
be  an  amenity  appreciated  by  food  handlers. 

From  regular  observations  on  the  Market  I  would  state 
that  the  majority  of  these  traders  have  endeavoured  to  meet 
our  requirements.  Quite  naturally  problems  have  arisen, 
these  I  am  pleased  to  say  have,  in  the  main,  been  cleared  up 
speedily  by  the  persons  concerned. 

One  problem,  however,  still  continues  to  be  the  source 
for  concern.  I  refer  to  the  practice  of  stocking  open  food 
below  the  permitted  distance  from  the  ground.  1  feel  the 
only  satisfactory  solution  to  this  problem  will  be  for  port¬ 
able  stands  18  inches  high  to  be  provided  for  each  food  stall 
that  requires  such  facilities,  for  which  some  suitable 
financial  arrangement  could  be  made. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  Council  consider  the  Intro¬ 
duction  of  some  system  of  selection  for  certain  types  of 
traders  who  handle  food  for  immediate  consumotion  during 
the  Annual  Fairs  held  on  Ripley  Market.  Unfortunately  at 
the  present  time  a  small  number  of  these  traders  fail  to 
satisfy  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  in  all  respects,  and 
damage  the  high  reputation  of  the  average  trader  in  the 
particular  commodities. 

To  assist  proprietors  and  staff  of  Food  Premises  in  the 
Urban  Area  to  understand  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  a 
summarised  copy  of  the  Regulations  was  forwarded  to  each 
and  every  trader  in  the  Urban  Area,  together  with  a  detailed 
letter  from  your  Officer  containing  constructive  suggestions 
on  this  important  matter.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  provide 
a  further  list  of  requirements  under  the  Regulations  for  each 
food  premises.  Many  of  the  traders  have  already  acted  on 
the  information  supplied  and  their  ready  co-operation  in 
this  matter  is  appreciated. 


37 


1  have  already  in  this  Report  referred  to  Public  Opinion. 
Food  Hygiene  is  another  subject  upon  which  the  public  are 
forming  definite  opinions.  The  Food  trade  in  general  are  all 
too  well  aware  of  this  position,  and  are,  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
acting  accordingly  in  their  modes  of  conduct  and  the  general 
conditions  of  their  premises,  etc.  In  short,  Food  Hygiene  is  in 
fact  sound  business. 


REGISTER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES,  ETC. 

The  following  table  supplies  information  on  the  number 
of  types  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Urban  Area,  together  with 
a  summary  of  the  premises  and  persons  registered  for 
various  purposes  under  Food  Registration. 


(a)  Food  Premises. 


Bakehouses . 

.  7 

Bread  and  Confectionery 

...  •••  9 

Butchers  .  . . 

.  20 

Cafes  and  Canteens  . 

.  25 

Dairies . .  ••  ... 

.  2 

Wet  Fishmongers  ...  . 

.  7 

Fish  Friers  . 

.  8 

Grocers  .  . 

...  ...  38 

General  Food  Retailers . 

.  50 

Greengrocers  .  . 

.  17 

Licensed  Premises  . 

.  47 

Market  Stalls  (Sale  of  Food)  •  •• 

.  25 

(b)  Registered,  etc.,  Premises  and  Persons. 


Ice  Cream — Manufacture  and  Sale  .  6 

Ice  Cream — Sale  only  . 51 

Ice  Cream — Storage  .  . .  1 

Ice  Cream — For  sale  new  Registrations,  1956  ...  1 

Ice  Cream — Transfer  or  Amended  Registrations 

1956  .  ...  .  4 

Preserved  Foods — Manufacturer  .  14 

Preserved  Foods — New  Registrations,  1956  ...  1 

Slaughterhouses  Licensed  .  6 

Slaughtermen — Licensed  for  one  year  . 28 


Details  of  number  of  inspections  to  these  premises  will 
be  found  on  Page  25. 
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UNSOUND  FOOU. 


The  following  is  an  abbreviated  list  of  items  of  food 
found  upon  examination  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
during  1956. 


Total 

Weight 

lbs. 

1,334  Tins  of  Vegetables  (including  Soups)  ... 

1,699 

721  Tins  of  Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices  . 

833| 

47  Tins  of  Various  Prepared  Meats  .,.  ... 

63 

50  Tins  of  Tongue  . 

167J 

15  Tins  of  Ham  .  . 

197 

47  Tins  of  Corned  Beef  . 

2214 

87  Tins  of  Fish  .  ...  . 

40 

145  Tins  of  Milk  . 

297 J 

73  Tins  of  Cream  .  ...  ... 

29 

1  Tin  of  Chicken  . 

5 

2  Jars  of  Bovril  ...  •••  .  ...  ... 

i 

¥ 

1  Packet  Processed  Cheese  . . 

i 

4 

3,553£ 


Total  weight  condemned:  1  Ton,  11  Cwts.  2  Qrs.  25  lbs. 

The  approximate  weight  of  unsound  food  condemned 
during  recent  years  is  as  follows: — 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 


1955  2  12  0  24 

1954  2  19  3  3 

1953  3  9  0  22 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

The  County  Analyst,  Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 
F.C.S.,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  on 
behalf  of  the  Derbyshire  County  Council,  who  are  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority  for  this  Urban  Area: — 

U51  samples,  including  16  milks,  were  submitted  under 
the  above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Ripley  Urban  District 
Council  during  the  year  1956. 

No  serious  irregularities  were  disclosed  and  no 
proceedings  were  taken. 

One  sample  of  T.T.  Farm  bottled  milk  was  deficient  in 
fat  and  a  caution  notice  was  sent  to  both  retailer  and  the 
supplier. 

A  sample  of  Double  Cream  produced  and  retailed  by  a 
Dairy  Company  was  deficient  in  fat.  Enquiry  showed  this  to 
be  due  to  the  use  of  a  faulty  Separator,  and  the  firm  was 
cautioned.  A  new  Separator  has  since  been  installed. 

The  remaining  samples  were  all  classed  as  satisfactory.” 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  SERVICE. 


The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  six  licensed 
slaughterhouses — (4  are  in  fairly  regular  use)  was  not  large, 
times  of  slaughter,  however,  were  most  irregular.  Despite 
this  problem,  one  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  was  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  year. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered,  inspected  together  with  details  of  disease 
found: 

No.  found  diseased. 

In-  Other  Disease  T.B. 


Killed 

spected 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Beasts  (other  than  cows) 

237 

237 

24 

10.13 

15 

6.33 

Cows  . 

102 

102 

35 

34.31 

16 

15.69 

Calves  . 

19 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sheep  and  Lambs  . 

970 

970 

— 

— ' 

33 

3.40 

Swine  . 

411 

411 

14 

3.41 

84 

20.44 

SUMMARY  OF  DISEASE  FOUND  AND  PARTS  OF 
ANIMALS  AFFECTED. 

Animals  Affected 


Disease 

Part  Affected 

Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Tuberculosis. 

Heart  . 

4 

— — 

2 

— 

Lungs  . 

35 

— 

5 

— 

Heads  . 

9 

— 

7 

— 

Liver  . 

9 

— - 

2 

— 

Mesenteries 

11 

— 

3 

— 

Udders  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Distomatosis. 

Liver  . 

6 

— 

— 

3 

Part  Liver  . 

14 

— 

— 

1 

Strongylii 

Infestation. 

Lungs  . 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Caseous 

Lymphadenitis. 

Liver  . 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

Pneumonia. 

Lungs  . 

— 

— • 

77 

10 

Heart  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pericarditis. 

Heart  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Mastitis. 

Udders  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis. 

Liver  . 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Part  Liver  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Abscesses. 

Liver  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Lungs  . 

2 

- 

— 

— 

Bruising. 

Head  . 

1 

— 

— 

Blood  Engorged. 

Lungs  . 

1 

1 

3 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 

Register. 

Distributors  of  Milk  . 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  . 

Dealers  Licences  (T.T.)  Milk  . 

Supplementary  Licences  (T.T.)  Milk  . 

Dealers  Licences  (Pasteurised)  Milk  . 

Supplementary  Licences  (Pasteurised)  Milk 
Dealers  Licences  (Sterilised)  Milk  . 


12 

2 

12 

Nil 

10 

Nil 

1 


It  is  with  regret  that  I  record  that  quantities  of  non¬ 
grades  milk  can  still  be  offered  for  sale  in  the  Urban  Area. 
I  feel  that  steps  are  long  overdue  to  include  this  Urban  Area 
in  a  “Specified  Area”  under  the  provisions  of  Section  23  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream) 
Act,  1950. 


MILK  EXAMINATIONS 

Milk  samples  from  graded  milk  supplies  submitted  to 
the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  during  1956,  produced 
the  following  results:— 

Number  of  Samples. 
Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Phosphatase  Test  (adequate  pasteurisation)  9  Nil 

Methylene  Blue  Test  (keeping  quality)  9  Nil 

Biological  Test  (presence  of  tuberculosis)  1  Nil 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION  PASTEURISED  AND 
STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS. 

I  am  informed  that  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector 
obtained  from  the  Local  Pasteurisation  Plant,  26  samples 
during  the  year,  all  of  which  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue 
and  Phosphatase  Tests. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

STAFF. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  personnel  of  the  Cleansing 
Department  based  on  the  position  at  the  31st  December, 
1955  (immediately  prior  to  my  resumption  of  duties  with 
the  Council  after  an  absence  of  almost  10  years) : — • 

Supervisory  and  Maintenance  Staff:  1  Foreman, 
1  Mechanic. 

Refuse  Collection:  3  Drivers,  12  Loaders. 

Refuse  Disposal:  1  Driver  Tractor/Bulldozer,  3  Tip 
Face  Workers,  1  Constructional  Work/Salvage 
Duties. 

Salvage  Collection  and  Disposal:  1  Driver,  2  Baling 
Press  Operators. 

Cesspool  and  Nightsoil:  2  Drivers,  1  Collector. 
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During  1956  for  various  reasons  a  gradual  change  in  the 
personnel  of  the  Department  came  about,  eleven  workmen 
left  the  employ  of  the  Council.  AH  replacements  personnel 
accepted  employment  in  the  Department  without  any 
qualifications  as  to  a  particular  duty,  as  had  been  the  case 
prior  to  my  return  to  Ripley. 

The  full  effect  of  this  policy  will  not  be  apparent  for 
some  time  to  come.  I  am,  however,  hopeful  that  in  due 
course,  the  wisdom  of  this  approach  to  the  engagement  of 
personnel  will  be  confirmed  and  should  result  in  increased 
efficiency  and  an  all  round  economic  improvement  in  the 
working  of  the  Department. 

SICKNESS  RECORDS. 

The  total  number  of  working  hours  lost  by  personnel 
being  absent  from  duty  for  the  various  reasons  quoted 
below,  show  an  improvement  on  the  previous  year’s  figures. 
This  can  be  attributed  to  two  reasons  (a)  the  introduction 
by  the  Council  as  a  condition  of  employment  a  system  of 
medical  examination  for  all  new  personnel  before  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  first  three  months’  service  in  the  department, 
and  (b)  the  method  of  selection  of  staff  as  outlined  above. 

SICKNESS. 

All  Staff — Total  possible  working  hours:  57,210. 

Percentage  Percentage 


Time  Lost 

of  Total 
Possible  Hours 

Time  Lost 
1955/56 

for 

1955/56 

Sickness  (Paid)  . 

4,002 

6.99% 

4,771 

8.17% 

Sickness  (Unpaid)  . 

1,389 

2.42% 

3,148| 

3.68% 

Other  Time  Lost  .. 

829 

1.45% 

920 

1.57% 

6,220 

10.86% 

7,839! 

13.42% 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Every  effort 

was  made 

during  the 

year  to  maintain  a 

weekly  collection  throughout  the  Urban  Area.  When, 
however,  this  was  not  possible,  instructions  were  issued  that 
the  collection  service  must  be  so  geared  that  every  point  of 
collection  received  exactly  the  same  service  throughout  the 
district,  and  deviation  from  this  arrangement  was  contrary 
to  instructions. 

The  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  points  of 
collection  during  the  post-war  years  must  have  necessitated 
re-adjustments  in  the  collection  districts  from  time  to  time. 
As  a  temporary  expedient  during  1956,  I  arranged  for  a 
special  collection  of  a  particular  area  (consisting  of  a  large 
Municipal  Housing  Estate)  until  circumstances  will  allow 
me  to  completely  survey  and  later  re-organise  the  collection 
districts. 
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TRANSPORT. 


The  Council  acting  upon  a  report  from  your  Officer  on 
the  condition  of  the  dual  purpose  vehicle  KRB356,  decided 
to  acquire  a  new  Cesspool  Emptying  Vehicle  complete  with 
nightsoil  unit  during  the  Financial  Year  1956-57.  The  old 
vehicle  being  permitted  to  continue  in  use  for  Nightsoil  and 
emergency  uses  only,  subject  to  review  at  a  later  date.  The 
old  vehicle  working  day  and  night  during  the  past  10  years 
has  rendered  very  good  service. 

In  the  course  of  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  examine  the 
need  to  commence  a  new  cycle  of  standardisation  of  vehicles 
(similar  to  the  standardisation  which  commenced  in  the 
early  part  of  1946)  particularly  refuse  vehicles,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  more  suitable  and  possibly  more 
economic  types  of  vehicles  to  meet  the  present  and  future 
needs  of  refuse  collection  in  the  Urban  Area.  I  make  this 
observation  at  this  stage,  for  much  thought  will  be  necessary 
on  this  matter.  My  comment  arises  from  my  observations  to 
date  of  the  working  arrangement  for  the  disposal  of  refuse 
at  one  point.  Whilst  this  disposal  arrangement  is  very  good 
for  many  reasons  it  does,  however,  create  one  serious  prob¬ 
lem — the  best  means  of  utilising  manpower  during  the 
standstill  period  in  collecting.  A  solution  to  this  may  be  the 
use  of  larger  type  or  capacity  refuse  vehicles. 


TRADE  REFUSE. 

The  charge  for  the  removal  of  one  extra  bin  from  any 
premises  per  annum  is  £1  12s.  6d.  This  amount  was  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Council.  Whilst  a  charge  of  2s.  6d.  is  made  to 
permit  a  load  of  rubbish  to  be  deposited  on  the  refuse  tip. 


FINANCIAL  YEAR,  1956-57. 


Trade  Refuse  Income  . 

Fees  for  disposal  of  loads  of  rubbish 


£  s.  d. 
35  15  0 
4  7  6 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  controlled  tipping  arrangements  for  disposal  of 
refuse  at  the  Old  Railway  Cutting  Site,  Waingroves,  are 
satisfactory.  Every  effort  is  made  to  extract  from  the  refuse 
all  material  of  value.  It  is  hoped  to  extend  the  scope  of  this 
extraction  in  the  near  future.  This  arrangement  not  only 
produces  some  revenue,  it  also  assists  in  producing  a  more 
satisfactory  consolidated  refuse  tip. 
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RECLAMATION  OF  REFUSE  —  SALVAGE. 

The  re-introduction  of  a  Quota  System  for  waste  paper 
during  1956  interfered  with  arrangements  to  intensify  our 
efforts  to  collect  and  dispose  of  an  increased  tonnage  of 
paper.  It  is  hoped  that  this  regrettable  restriction  will  be 
removed  in  the  near  future.  It  will  be  noted  upon  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  Revenue  from  disposal  from  Salvage  Materials, 
whilst  a  slightly  increased  tonnage  of  Waste  Paper  was 
disposed  of,  the  total  revenue  from  this  increased  tonnage 
was  in  fact  less  than  the  previous  Financial  Year,  this  being 
due  to  the  price  of  waste  paper  being  reduced  by  10s.  per 
ton  in  July,  1956.  The  quantity  of  ferrous  metals  dealt 
with  during  the  year  increased  by  approximately  20  tons, 
the  revenue,  however,  did  not  proportionately  increase  due 
to  this  type  of  material  being  disposed  of  in  a  loose  state,  it 
being  found  that  the  baling  press  could  not  be  operated 
economically  in  its  present  condition.  Arrangements  are  in 
hand  to  further  increase  the  rate  of  extraction  of  ferrous 
metals  from  the  refuse. 


STATISTICS 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  COSTS. 


SANITARY  CLEANSING. 


1956/57 

1955/56 

£  £ 

£ 

Wages. 

Collection  and  Disposal  . 

7,720 

6,754 

Cesspools  . 

400 

370 

Nightsoil  . 

859 

821 

Privies  . 

38 

43 

-  9,017 

7 

Superannuation,  Insurance, 

Etc. . 

1,845 

1,730 

Haulage  . 

2,901 

3,002 

Rents  . 

50 

50 

Establishment  of  New  Tip 

— 

152 

Protective  Clothing  . 

114 

124 

Dustbins  . 

128 

98 

Tools  'and  Sundries  . 

83 

82 

Foreman’s  Cycle  . 

— 

17 

5,021  —  5,355 

14,038  13,243 


SALVAGE 

Wages  . 

1,697 

1,582 

Superannuation,  Insurance, 
Etc . 

329 

343 

Haulage  . 

352 

454 

Sundries  . 

155 

185 

Proportion  of  Salaries  and 
Establishments  . 

126 

149 

2,659  — —  2,713 


INCOME. 

SANITARY  CLEANSING. 

Sale  of  Dustbins 

Miscellaneous  . 

Trade  Refuse  . 


146 

1 

40 


105 

42 


187 


SALVAGE. 

Sale  of  Salvage  .  2,583 

Miscellaneous  .  58 


2,658 

60 


147 


2,641 


2,718 


GENERAL  EFFICIENCY  STATISTICS. 


Number  Loads 


Dustbins  (weekly  collection)  .  6,778  2,860 

Privies  (collected  when  necessary)  ...  20  25 

Cesspools  (monthly  service)  .  170  1,699 

Pails  (weekly  collection)  .  365  210 

Salvage  (all  forms)  . —  457 


Average  haul  to  Disposal  Point — miles. 


Tonnage 

5,792 

50 

4,347 

523 

287 


THE  UNIT  COSTS  FOR  VARIOUS  SERVICES  ARE 
GIVEN  RELOW: 


1954 

1955 

1956 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

For  each  dustbin  emptied 

1 

17 

0 

1 

14 

8 

1 

13 

10 

For  each  privy  emptied  . 

3 

1 

6 

3 

6 

2 

2 

17 

11 

For  each  pail  emptied  . 

2 

16 

2 

3 

3 

6 

3 

14 

3 

For  each  cesspool  emptied  . . 

5 

4 

1 

4 

10 

6 

5 

15 

8 

Collection  of  1  ton  of  refuse 

1 

9 

8 

1 

12 

11 

1 

14 

3 

Disposal  of  1  ton  of  refuse 

8 

9 

5 

11 

5 

3 

Cost  per  1,000  population:  — 

Refuse  Collection  . 

...  487 

0 

9 

506 

3 

2 

511 

4 

7 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

....  153 

6 

3 

96 

12 

3 

102 

4 

11 

Total : 

£640 

7 

0 

£602 

15 

5 

£613 

9 

6 

RECLAMATION  OF  REFUSE  —  DISPOSAL  OF  SALVAGED 
MATERIALS. 


Waste  Paper 
all  grades) 

Ferrous  Metals  . . 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

Textiles  . 


1955 


T.  C.  Q.  P. 

261  17  1  6 

41  17  1  0 

—  2  0  0 
9  5  0  11 


£  s.  d. 

2269  6  2 

194  4  3 
10  12  0 
184  11  1 


1956 

T.  C.  Q.  P.  £  s.  d. 

275  18  1  18  2184  13  8 

61  3  3  0  281  0  4 


8  18  1  26  175  12  5 


2658  13  6  346  0  2  16 


313  1  2  11 
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2641  6  5 


OPERATIONAL  COSTS  OF  VEHICLES 
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